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Breakdown of an itasha design. 
 
Breakdown Topics: 
 
◻ V.1 | Itasha Basics | Understanding what makes an itasha and the foundation of the design. 
◻ V.2 | Car Models & Shapes | How different vehicle types influence design choices. 
◻ V.3 | Wrap Theme | Establishing the central theme, whether anime, gaming, etc. 
◻ V.4 | Color Selection | Choosing colors that complement the artwork and enhance visual impact. 
◻ V.5 | Sponsors | Obtaining sponsors to add an authentic motorsport touch. 
◻ V.6 | Exterior & Interior | Exterior modifications and interior designing. 
◻ V.7 | References & Inspirations | Gathering materials and influences to shape the livery design. 
◻ V.8 | Poses, Scenes, & Background Information | Gathering research, posing and scene setting. 
◻ V.9 | Layering Techniques | Strategically placing artwork for depth, flow, and readability. 
◻ V.10 | Last Details | Small but crucial elements like decals, finishing touches, and branding. 
◻ V.11 | Concepts, Rough Sketches & Ideas | The brainstorming and drafting phase before execution. 
◻ V.12 | Finalizing Design | Bringing everything together into the completed itasha. 
 
______________________________________ 
 
 
Welcome UXU Buns,  
 

Hey everyone! Welcome to UXU’s in-depth breakdown of creating an itasha design! We’ll walk you 
through everything you need to know to bring your own itasha to life. 

For more, check out our Itasha Series on YouTube (@UXU Boutique)—whether you prefer reading or 
watching, we've got you covered. We hope you enjoy and learn something new! 

We're always learning, too! If you spot anything we missed, disagree with something, or have corrections, 
feel free to reach out. We’re growing alongside our community, and accuracy is our priority. 

Thank you for being part of this journey! – UXU 

 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
 
ITASHA SERIES V.1 | ITASHA BASICS 
Understanding what makes an itasha and the foundation of the design. 
 
 
ITASHA MEANING 
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An itasha (痛車) is an unique form of self-expression, turning a car into a canvas for anime, 
video game, and manga-inspired art. 

Fans use car wraps, stickers, and accessories to showcase their favorite characters, scenes, or 
series—whether on their dream car or whatever ride they have. It’s a bold and personal way to 
celebrate their passions while making a statement on the road. 

—- 

By definition, the word itasha is a combination of two Japanese words: "itai" (痛い), meaning 
"painful," and "sha" (車), meaning "car"—literally translating to "painful car." 

This name comes from the idea that these cars, covered in bold and colorful anime, manga, or 
video game designs, might be considered cringey or over-the-top to the average person. 
However, for enthusiasts, itasha is a proud and creative form of self-expression, celebrating 
their favorite characters and fandoms in a striking way. 

 
VEHICLE NAMES 

There are many types of itasha-style vehicles, each with its own unique name: 

● Cars → Itasha (痛車) 
● Motorcycles → Itansha (痛単車) 
● Bicycles → Itachari (痛チャリ) 
● Buses → Itabasu (痛バス) 
● Trucks → Itatorakku (痛トラック) 
● Trains → Itadensha (痛電車) 
● Airplanes → Itahikouki (痛飛行機) 

While our primary focus is on itasha (cars), the principles of design, customization, and artistic 
expression apply to all of these vehicles. No matter the ride, the goal remains the 
same—transforming a vehicle into a moving tribute to one’s favorite anime, manga, or video 
game. 

  
ORIGINS OF ITASHA 

The itasha culture emerged in Japan in the late 1980s to early 1990s, deeply rooted in both 
otaku (anime/manga fan) and car enthusiast communities. Early itasha cars were decorated 
using handmade stickers, decals, and painted artwork featuring anime, manga, and video game 
characters. The rise of personal computing and digital printing in the late 1990s and early 2000s 
made full-body vinyl wraps more accessible, allowing for the vibrant, detailed designs seen 
today. 
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While it’s difficult to pinpoint the very first itasha, the trend is believed to have started with 
Japanese street racing and car tuning culture, where otaku would subtly add anime decals to 
their cars. Over time, these designs became more elaborate, leading to the fully wrapped 
vehicles seen today. One of the earliest documented appearances of an itasha was in the 
1990s, when a handful of otaku started showcasing anime-themed cars at Akihabara (Tokyo’s 
anime and gaming district). These early examples were mostly covered in stickers rather than 
full wraps. 

One of the first documented itasha meetups took place at Comiket (Comic Market) in the early 
2000s, held in Tokyo Big Sight. Comiket, being the world’s largest gathering for anime, manga, 
and doujinshi (fan-made works), became a natural place for otaku car owners to showcase their 
itasha for the first time on a large stage. 

The first official itasha-specific event is believed to be the "Itasha G Festa", which was held in 
Odaiba, Tokyo, in 2007. This event set the standard for future itasha gatherings, contests, and 
showcases, eventually inspiring Itasha Tengoku (Itasha Heaven) and other dedicated meets in 
Japan and worldwide. 

By the 2010s, itasha culture had spread outside Japan, appearing at anime conventions and car 
shows in countries like the U.S., China, Taiwan, and Europe. Itasha has since evolved from a 
niche subculture into a respected art form, with some owners investing thousands of dollars in 
high-quality vinyl wraps and even collaborating with anime studios for official designs. 

 
ITASHA DESIGN TYPES 

With so many itasha designs across the world, there are no officially established categories or 
definitions for each style. However, we wanted to help differentiate them and build a shared 
vocabulary for itasha types. 

By identifying distinct styles, we aim to give enthusiasts a way to better describe their designs, 
preferences, and inspirations. Whether it's a subtle minimalist approach or a fully immersive, 
high-impact wrap, each itasha is a unique expression of its creator's passion. 

—- 

MINIMALIST | A clean, understated design that uses fewer elements while maintaining a 
cohesive and striking look across the car’s livery. 
 
MAXIMALISM | A bold, overwhelming design packed with intricate details, creating a chaotic 
yet captivating visual statement across the livery.  
 
DESIGN-ESQUE | A livery inspired by anime, manga, or video games but crafted with 
subtlety—blending seamlessly into a stylish automotive design. To the casual eye, it’s just a 
sleek car, but seasoned otaku will recognize the hidden details. 
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SPONSOR GALORE | A livery plastered with sponsor logos, mimicking the look of professional 
race cars—bold, dynamic, and performance-inspired. 
 
CHARACTER-HEAVY | A livery centered around a single character, making them the 
undeniable focal point of the design. 
 
ANIME/MANGA/VG THEMED | A livery dedicated to a specific anime, manga, or video game, 
fully immersing the car in its world and aesthetic. 
 
INDIVIDUAL FLAVOR | A livery that reflects a person’s unique passions and interests, blending 
elements from multiple animes, characters, or themes to create a one-of-a-kind design. 
 
 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
 
ITASHA SERIES V.2 | CAR MODELS & SHAPES   
How different vehicle types influence design choices. 
 
 
When designing an itasha, the car's model, shape, and body lines play a crucial role in how 
the artwork flows and fits. Different vehicles present unique challenges and opportunities, so 
understanding how to work with various car types ensures a cohesive and visually striking 
design. 

CAR MODEL TYPES 

Each car model has different body proportions, curves, and panel separations, which 
influence the placement of artwork. Here’s how different types affect design: 

Sedans (Toyota Camry, Honda Civic, etc.) 

● Long body with a well-balanced surface area. 
● Great for full-body wraps due to extended side panels. 
● Rear doors may cut into the design—important to consider when placing characters or 

key details. 

Coupes & Sports Cars (Nissan GT-R, Toyota Supra, Mazda RX-7, etc.) 

● Sleek and low-profile, with aggressive lines. 
● Limited space for large artwork, requiring careful character placement to avoid 

distortion. 
● Front fenders and doors are key areas for displaying details. 
● Hood and roof designs work well on these models. 
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Hatchbacks (Honda Fit, Volkswagen Golf, Toyota Yaris, etc.) 

● Compact with a large rear surface area, perfect for rear-focused designs. 
● Side wraps need to accommodate shorter body panels. 
● Bold, simple designs often work best to avoid clutter. 

SUVs & Crossovers (Toyota RAV4, Honda CR-V, Nissan Juke, etc.) 

● Larger body area offers more creative freedom for detailed designs. 
● Taller stance means artwork should consider viewing angles—people often look at it 

from below. 
● Side designs should account for the extra vertical space. 

Trucks (Toyota Tacoma, Ford F-150, Nissan Titan, etc.) 

● Large, flat surfaces allow for massive, eye-catching designs. 
● Tailgates and side doors are prime locations for art. 
● Consider wrap durability if the truck is used for rugged conditions. 

Vans (Toyota HiAce, Nissan NV350, Honda StepWGN, etc.) 

● Huge, boxy space is ideal for detailed, immersive designs. 
● Rear and side panels can tell a continuous story across the vehicle. 
● Flat panels reduce design distortion, making artwork placement easier. 

 

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT 

Understand the Body Lines 

● Some cars have sharp angles and aggressive curves, which can distort artwork if not 
placed correctly. 

● Test how images wrap around the vehicle’s natural lines. 

Avoid Placing Faces on Panel Gaps & Doors 

● Doors, fuel caps, and panel separations can cut into character faces or key details. 
● Always check where breaks in the design occur to maintain a clean, seamless look. 

Adjust for Perspective & Distortion 

● Sloped hoods, fenders, and rear bumpers can stretch or warp images—adjust artwork to 
compensate. 

● Consider multiple viewing angles (standing height, side views, low angles). 

Use the Right Scale for Each Vehicle Type 
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● Large cars (SUVs, vans, trucks): Bigger characters, bold designs. 
● Small cars (hatchbacks, coupes): Compact, well-placed details for a balanced look. 

Test the Design on a Template Before Printing 

● Use 3D rendering software or car wrap templates to preview the design before printing. 
● This helps in adjusting placement, scaling, and alignment for a perfect fit. 

The car model you choose will shape the overall aesthetic and flow of your itasha. By 
understanding how different vehicles affect the artwork, you can create a polished, 
well-balanced, and striking design that looks great from every angle.  

 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
 
ITASHA SERIES V.3 | WRAP THEME  
Establishing the central theme, whether anime, gaming, etc. 
 

Choosing the right wrap theme is one of the most important steps in creating an itasha. The 
theme sets the tone for the entire design, influencing color choices, layout, character placement, 
and overall aesthetics. Your itasha should reflect your personal passion—whether it's anime, 
gaming, VTubers, or even original art. 

THEME CATEGORY IDEAS: 

Anime/Manga Series – Featuring a single series or mixing multiple favorites.                              
Favorite Character/Waifu – A fully custom look with one specific character.  
Video Games – Showcasing characters, weapons, or key visuals from games. 
VTubers & Idols – Highlighting favorite VTubers, J-pop, or K-pop idols.  
Motorsport/Street Style – Mixing anime with racing-inspired graphics, sponsor logos, and 
performance brands. 
Original Character (OC) / Custom Art – A fully custom look with a unique character or 
branding. 
Hybrid Themes – Combining elements like anime & racing, gaming & cyberpunk, etc. 

Once you’ve chosen a theme, it's time to think about the key elements that will bring your design 
to life. Consider the direction you want to take—how do you want to represent your chosen 
theme? For example, if you’re going with a Dragon Ball theme featuring Master Roshi, do you 
envision him as a wise and powerful martial arts master, or as his more comedic, mischievous 
self?  

Let’s dive in and explore the possibilities, refining the visuals that will best capture your vision 
and make your design truly stand out! 
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Anime/Manga Series: Dragonball   |  Character Focus: Master Roshi 

 

First let’s come up with some words that define Master Roshi on the top of our head: 

#kamehouse #girls #dirtymagazines #fightingstyles #turtles #hermitsymbol #islandlife 
#milkcrates #sunglasses #pervert #oldman #connoisseur #staff   

 

Pulling from what terms define Master Roshi we can come up with three main categories for a 
livery design theme along with components that can “oompf”  the design.  

1. Master Roshi X Pervert  

 #bunnygirls #nosebleeds #dirtymagazines #vhstapes/fitnessworkouts  

2. Master Roshi X Island Life  

#islandpatterns (waves, palm trees, relax vibes) #dirtymagazines (nothing crazy) 
#hawaiianshirts 

3. Master Roshi X Fighting  

#hermitsymbol #kamestyle #muscles #milkcrates #smallgoku/krillintraining #turtles 

 

From these three designs we can concept out ideas for what each theme could showcase, and 
best fit the itasha design that is desired.  

 

__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
 
ITASHA SERIES V.4 | COLOR SELECTION 
Choosing colors that complement the artwork and enhance visual impact. 

 

Choosing the right color scheme for an itasha is crucial in making the design stand out while 
keeping it visually appealing and balanced. Colors affect character visibility, contrast, mood, and 
overall theme execution. Here’s a breakdown of how to select colors effectively for your itasha 
wrap. 

COLOR PSYCHOLOGY  
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Your itasha’s colors should complement the character(s), series, or theme while ensuring the 
design flows well with the car’s shape. Here are some general color associations: 

Bright & Vibrant (Energetic, Playful, Eye-Catching) – Neon blues, pinks, reds, yellows. 
Perfect for idol/anime girls, futuristic, or racing-style itasha. 
Dark & Edgy (Mystery, Power, Aggression) – Blacks, deep purples, blood reds. Ideal for 
horror, cyberpunk, villainous, or mecha-based designs. 
Pastel & Soft (Cute, Elegant, Dreamy) – Light pinks, blues, lavenders. Works well for 
slice-of-life, magical girls, or VTuber itasha. 
Monochrome & Minimalist (Clean, Sleek, Modern) – Black/white, grayscale, or single-tone. 
Great for a low-key, stylish, or professional-looking itasha. 
Racing-Inspired (Bold, High-Contrast, Aggressive) – Reds, whites, and blacks with accents 
of neon or metallics. Mimics real-world motorsports liveries. 

 

COLOR MEANINGS 

RED (Passion, Power, Energy, Intensity) 

Common in: Racing-themed itasha, action-packed anime, aggressive character designs. 
Best used for: Speed, dominance, love, and determination. 
Examples: 

● Used in racing-style itasha for a motorsport-inspired look. 
● Highlights fiery, aggressive, or battle-ready characters. 
● Works well with black, white, or gold for a bold look. 

—- 

BLUE (Calm, Trust, Intelligence, Coolness) 

Common in: Sci-fi, futuristic/cyberpunk, water-based themes, heroic characters. 
Best used for: A balanced and clean design that feels cool and composed. 
Examples: 

● Works well in mecha and cyberpunk itasha. 
● Light blues = calm & dreamlike (good for slice-of-life anime characters). 
● Dark blues = mystery & professionalism (often seen in police or stealthy designs). 

—- 

YELLOW (Happiness, Energy, Attention-Grabbing, Playfulness) 
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Common in: Cute/Kawaii itasha, high-energy characters, comedic themes. 
Best used for: Creating an energetic and eye-catching wrap. 
Examples: 

● Used for idol, mascot, or comedic characters. 
● High contrast when paired with black (often seen in sports and racing itasha). 
● Works well with red or white for a bold, friendly look. 

—- 

GREEN (Nature, Balance, Growth, Technology, Sci-Fi) 

Common in: Nature-themed itasha, sci-fi/cyberpunk, environmentally conscious designs. 
Best used for: A futuristic, alien, or calm and balanced look. 
Examples: 

● Often used for cyberpunk or hacker-themed designs. 
● Light greens = fresh and natural. 
● Dark greens = mysterious, tech-heavy, or villainous. 

—- 

PURPLE (Mystery, Royalty, Supernatural, Luxury) 

Common in: Gothic, magical girl, villain-themed itasha. 
Best used for: Adding a mystical, elegant, or sinister touch. 
Examples: 

● Associated with witches, supernatural characters, or villains. 
● Cyberpunk themes often use neon purples for a futuristic feel. 
● Works great with black and gold for a luxurious design. 

—- 

BLACK (Elegance, Power, Darkness, Mystery, Stealthy) 

Common in: Dark-themed itasha, minimalist designs, high-performance cars. 
Best used for: Sleek, aggressive, or professional aesthetics. 
Examples: 

● Used in stealthy or villainous designs. 
● Matte black wraps give an ultra-modern, sleek look (especially for JDM cars). 
● Paired with red, purple, or neon colors for a cyberpunk or evil aesthetic. 

—- 
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WHITE (Purity, Simplicity, Clean Aesthetic, Elegance) 

Common in: Minimalist itasha, idol/anime girl wraps, futuristic mecha. 
Best used for: A classy, sleek, and sophisticated design. 
Examples: 

● Great for idol or VTuber designs (Example: Kizuna AI, Rem from Re:Zero). 
● Works well with pastel colors for a dreamy, soft appearance. 
● Can be combined with red or blue for a racing/motorsport feel. 

—- 

ORANGE (Excitement, Warmth, Creativity, Boldness) 

Common in: Sports anime itasha, action-themed wraps, dynamic character designs. 
Best used for: A strong, energetic presence that stands out. 
Examples: 

● Often seen in adventure or fiery characters. 
● Paired with black for an aggressive, Halloween-like contrast. 
● Great for JDM builds with a retro racing theme (Example: Initial D AE86). 

—- 

PINK (Love, Cute, Playful, Kawaii, Feminine) 

Common in: Kawaii itasha, magical girl designs, VTuber wraps. 
Best used for: A soft, cute, or idol-like appearance. 
Examples: 

● Kawaii and pastel designs. 
● Neon pink for futuristic/cyberpunk wraps (Example: Vaporwave themes). 
● Works well with blue, white, and lavender for a soft, dreamy look. 

—- 

GOLD (Luxury, Prestige, High Status, Power) 

Common in: Premium, high-end itasha wraps, VIP builds. 
Best used for: Adding elegance, wealth, or divine energy. 
Examples: 

● Metallic gold accents add a premium feel. 
● Works well with black and red for a VIP, high-performance style. 
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COLORS WITH CAR BASE PAINT 

If you’re not doing a full wrap and want to incorporate the car’s original paint, be sure the colors 
complement each other. 

Dark Cars (Black, Navy, Deep Red, Gray) → Works well with neon, bright, or metallic colors 
for high contrast. 
Light Cars (White, Silver, Pastel Shades) → Almost any color works, but dark outlines help 
characters pop. 
Bright Cars (Yellow, Green, Blue, Pink, etc.) → Stick to complementary or analogous 
colors to avoid clashing. 

—- 

Color selection can make or break an itasha design, so it’s important to test different 
combinations before committing to a final look. The goal is to create a balanced, eye-catching 
design that enhances the car's shape while staying true to the character’s aesthetic. 

 

__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
 
ITASHA SERIES V.5 | SPONSORS 
Obtaining sponsors to add an authentic motorsport touch. 
 
 
Sponsorships can help fund your itasha build, provide discounts on parts or wraps, and 
increase your credibility in the automotive or anime community. Whether you’re aiming for 
brand sponsorships, anime-related companies, or automotive industry support, here’s how to 
get, keep, and maintain strong sponsor relationships. 
 

HOW TO GET SPONSORS 
1. Define Your Value & Purpose 

Before reaching out to potential sponsors, ask yourself: 

● What makes your itasha stand out? (Unique theme, high-quality design, rare car 
model, etc.) 

● What can you offer a sponsor? (Promotion, social media exposure, event 
appearances, etc.) 

● Who is your target audience? (Car enthusiasts, anime fans, convention-goers?) 

2. Build a Strong Online & Offline Presence 
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Sponsors want visibility. The more exposure you have, the more valuable you are to them. 

● Social Media Matters – Consistently post on Instagram, TikTok, YouTube, and Twitter. 
● Engage with Car & Anime Communities – Join itasha/car meets, anime cons, and 

social media groups. 
● Create Quality Content – Post high-quality photos, videos, behind-the-scenes footage, 

and updates about your build. 

3. Research & Reach Out to the Right Sponsors 

Look for brands that align with your theme and audience. Potential sponsor types include: 

● Automotive Companies – Tire brands, wrap shops, performance parts, detailing 
companies. 

● Anime/Merch Companies – Anime figure stores, poster/print shops, fan art brands. 
● Tech & Lifestyle Brands – Camera brands, gaming peripherals, clothing companies. 

When reaching out: Be Professional | Show What You Offer | Be Clear on What You Need 

—- 

HOW TO KEEP SPONSORS 
Once you land a sponsor, keeping the relationship strong is key. 

1. Deliver on Your Promises 

● Follow through on any agreements (posting schedule, event participation, using their 
logo). 

● Be consistent—don’t just promote them once and disappear. 
● Showcase their brand professionally (tag them in quality content, use their hashtags). 

2. Maintain Communication 

● Update sponsors regularly on your car’s progress and events you attend. 
● Send photos/videos featuring their products or logo. 
● Express gratitude – A simple thank-you email or post goes a long way. 

3. Represent Their Brand Well 

● Be professional at events & online. Sponsors won’t stick around if you’re reckless or 
involved in drama. 

● Wear or display their merch at meets/conventions to increase visibility. 
● Mention them naturally in conversations & posts—don’t make every post sound like 

an ad. 
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—- 

SPONSOR CONTRACTS 

When working with sponsors, having a clear contract protects both you and the sponsor. It sets 
expectations, obligations, and deliverables to ensure a smooth partnership. Here’s a breakdown 
of why contracts matter, what to include, and how to negotiate a fair deal. 
A written agreement prevents misunderstandings and ensures both parties uphold their end of 
the deal. Without a contract, you risk: 

● Not getting paid or receiving products/services as promised 
● Misaligned expectations (e.g., sponsor expects more than agreed upon) 
● Legal or ownership disputes (who owns the content, usage rights, etc.) 

Even if a sponsor seems friendly and trustworthy, always get the terms in writing. 

 

SPONSOR CONTRACTS: What To Include In Your Contract 
A. Parties Involved 

● Clearly state the full legal names and contact information of both parties (you and the 
sponsor). 

B. Deliverables & Expectations 

● Outline exactly what you will provide in exchange for sponsorship. This could include: 
● Social Media Content – Number of posts, frequency, platforms (Instagram, TikTok, 

YouTube, etc.). 
● Event Appearances – Attending car shows, conventions, or meetups with their 

branding. 
● Brand Placement – Logo placement on your car, merch, or promotional materials. 
● Shoutouts & Mentions – How often and where you’ll promote them. 

C. Compensation & Sponsorship Type 

● Define the type of sponsorship you’re receiving: 
● Full Sponsorship – The sponsor covers all expenses for your wrap, parts, or products. 
● Partial Sponsorship – Discounts on wraps, parts, or services instead of full coverage. 
● Affiliate Sponsorship – You earn a commission when someone purchases using your 

promo code or referral link. 
● *Also, specify how and when you’ll be paid (if it’s a paid sponsorship). 

D. Contract Duration 
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Specify the start and end date of the sponsorship. Common contract durations include: 

● One-time deal (single event or promotion) 
● 6 months (short-term collaboration) 
● 1 year or longer (long-term partnership) 

E. Usage Rights & Ownership 

Clearly define: 

● Who owns the content you create (photos, videos, designs). 
● How the sponsor can use your content (social media, ads, merchandise, etc.). 
● Whether you have permission to use their branding after the contract ends. 

Some sponsors may request exclusivity, meaning you can’t promote their competitors during the contract. 

F. Termination Clause 

Define the conditions under which either party can cancel the contract, such as: 

● Failure to deliver on agreed terms 
● Brand misalignment (if the sponsor’s reputation changes or vice versa) 
● Personal reasons (moving, financial changes, loss of vehicle, etc.) 

—- 

SPONSOR CONTRACTS: Negotiate A Fair Sponsorship Contract 
A. Know Your Worth 

If you have a strong social media presence, high engagement, or participate in big events, you 
bring value to the sponsor—don’t sell yourself short. (Research what similar influencers/car 
builders are charging for sponsorships.) 

B. Be Clear About Your Limits 

If a sponsor asks for too much, counter-offer with a more reasonable deal. Example: 

● If they want 5 Instagram posts per week, negotiate 1-2 high-quality posts instead. 
● If they require you to attend multiple events, ensure your schedule allows it. 

C. Get Everything in Writing 

Even if you negotiate via email or chat, always finalize the agreement in a signed contract. A 
verbal promise isn’t enough. 

UXU BOUTIQUE | Itasha Series 



D. Consider Consulting a Legal Expert 

For high-value sponsorships, consider having a lawyer review the contract before signing. 
It’s worth it to protect yourself. 

SPONSOR CONTRACTS: Red Flags To Watch Out For 
● “We’ll pay you in exposure” – If they expect a lot of work but only offer "brand 

exposure" instead of real benefits, be cautious. 
● Vague contract terms – If the agreement is unclear or one-sided, ask for clarification 

before signing. 
● Full exclusivity without proper compensation – If they want 100% exclusivity, make 

sure they’re offering fair pay or benefits in return. 
● Late or missing payments – If they have a bad reputation for paying influencers late, 

reconsider. 

SPONSORSHIPS VS AMBASSADORSHIP 

Many people confuse ambassadorships and sponsorships, but they are not the same. If 
you’re building an itasha and looking for brand support, understanding the difference can help 
you negotiate better deals and avoid misunderstandings. 

KEY DIFFERENCES BETWEEN EACH 

Feature Sponsorship  Ambassadorship  

Compensation Often paid or given free products Usually unpaid or given discounts 

Contract 
Required? 

Yes, formal agreement Sometimes, but often informal 

Expectations Deliverables (posts, event 
appearances, logo placement) 

Brand support, product promotion, 
affiliate marketing 

Commitment Fixed contract terms (6 months, 1 
year, etc.) 

Ongoing, long-term brand 
relationship 
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Exclusivity Sometimes required Rarely required 

Goal Business partnership (brand 
exposure for compensation) 

Brand promotion & personal 
affiliation 

Choose a Sponsorship if: 

● You need financial support for your itasha build. 
● You can provide high-value content (social media engagement, event participation, 

etc.). 
● You want a clear business relationship with defined expectations. 

Choose an Ambassadorship if: 

● You love a brand and want to promote it naturally. 
● You’re okay with discounts instead of full sponsorship. 
● You want to build a relationship first before seeking full sponsorship. 

(Pro Tip: Some brands use ambassadorships as a “test phase” before offering full 
sponsorships. If you perform well as an ambassador, they may upgrade you to a sponsored 
partnership.) 

—- 

Overall, securing and keeping sponsors isn’t just about getting free stuff—it’s a mutual 
partnership where both sides benefit. If you can bring value, maintain professionalism, and 
continuously showcase their brand, sponsors will stick with you long-term and even 
recommend you to others. 

 

__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
 
ITASHA SERIES V.6 | EXTERIOR & INTERIOR 
Exterior modifications and interior designing. 
 
 
When designing an itasha, the exterior and interior modifications play a huge role in how the 
final livery will look and feel. Certain modifications can either enhance or limit your design 
options, so it’s important to plan around them. 
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EXTERIOR MODS & HOW THEY AFFECT THE ITASHA DESIGN 

Your itasha wrap needs to work with your car’s exterior mods. Let’s look at some different 
exterior mods that you can tailor to the design. 

EXTERIOR MODS: Body Kits & Aero Mods 

Modifying your car’s shape will affect how the wrap sits on the body. 

● Widebody Kits (Rocket Bunny, Liberty Walk, Pandem, etc.) → Adds more surface 
area for design, but requires careful alignment. 

● Lip Kits & Splitters → May cut off lower parts of the wrap. 
● Overfenders & Flares → Can distort designs, requiring custom placement of artwork. 
● Side Skirts & Rear Diffusers → Often black or carbon fiber, so wrap coverage may 

need to be adjusted. 

EXTERIOR MODS: Lights & Custom Lighting 

● Underglow & Accent Lighting → Can complement wrap colors (e.g., pink underglow 
with a neon anime theme). 

● Custom Headlights/Taillights → RGB, sequential LEDs, or JDM-style headlights can 
change the car’s aesthetic. 

● Decals on Lights → Some designs integrate anime eyes or effects into headlights. 

EXTERIOR MODS: Wings, Spoilers & Canards 

● GT Wings & Ducktail Spoilers → Provide more wrap space for extra branding or 
artwork. 

● Canards & Diffusers → Usually black/carbon fiber, so they don’t interfere with the 
design much. 

EXTERIOR MODS: Windows & Tints 

● Tinted Windows (Legal or Dark) → Can hide interior decals from outside view. 
● Window Banners → Great for adding team names, quotes, or brand logos. 
● Perforated Rear Window Wraps → Allows you to add anime art while still being able 

to see out. 

EXTERIOR MODS: Rims & Wheels 

● Neon or Colored Rims → Can match or contrast the wrap (e.g., red rims with a dark 
Itasha). 
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● Anime-Inspired Rim Decals → Some Itasha builders add logos or character art to 
their wheel covers. 

● Lug Nuts & Center Caps → Small details that can add to the theme. 

—- 

INTERIOR MODS & HOW THEY AFFECT THE ITASHA DESIGN 
While the exterior wrap is the most visible part of an itasha, the interior also plays a role in the 
overall aesthetic. Let’s look at some different interior mods that you can tailor to the design. 

INTERIOR MODS: Interior Colors & Materials 

● Stock Interior vs. Custom Colors → If your interior is red, a bright blue itasha wrap 
may look mismatched. 

● Leather vs. Alcantara vs. Carbon Fiber → Different textures can create unique 
contrasts. 

● LED Interior Lights → Can match exterior underglow for a unified theme. 

INTERIOR MODS: Seat Covers & Custom Upholstery 

● Anime-Themed Seat Covers → Can feature character art, logos, or symbols. 
● Bride x Itasha Collabs → Racing seats with anime-inspired stitching. 
● Steering Wheel Wraps → Custom anime horn buttons, grip covers, or LED rims. 

INTERIOR MODS: Dash & Center Console Mods 

● Custom Dash Panels → Vinyl wraps, decals, or full anime-themed dash covers. 
● RGB Gauges & Digital Displays → Can display animated themes to match your wrap. 
● Shifter & Handbrake Mods → Custom anime-themed shift knobs (katana, crystal, 

acrylic designs, etc.). 

INTERIOR MODS: Anime-Themed Accessories 

● Plushies & Figures → Many itasha owners decorate their dashboards with plushies of 
their favorite characters. 

● Hanging Accessories → Anime keychains, air fresheners, or rearview mirror charms. 
● Anime-Printed Floor Mats & Sunshades → Small details that tie the theme together. 

—- 
When designing an itasha, everything should feel cohesive—from the exterior wrap to the 
interior details. 

● Choose a theme that works with your car’s shape, modifications, and lighting. 
● Make sure exterior and interior colors complement each other. 
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● Use accessories to enhance the experience without overwhelming the design. 

 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
 
ITASHA SERIES V.7 | REFERENCES & INSPIRATIONS 
Gathering materials and influences to shape the livery design. 
 
 
Creating a unique itasha design requires a balance of personal taste, artistic inspiration, and 
technical execution. Whether you’re starting from scratch or refining a concept, gathering the 
right references will help you bring your vision to life. 

FINDING THE THEME & CONCEPT 

Before diving into specific references, ask yourself: 

● What’s the main inspiration for your itasha? (Anime, manga, video game, VTuber, 
original art, etc.) 

● Which character(s) or scene(s) do you want to showcase? 
● What mood or aesthetic are you aiming for? (Vibrant, sleek, dark, neon cyberpunk, 

retro, minimalistic, etc.) 
● Do you want additional design elements? (Logos, racing themes, graffiti, Japanese 

motifs, etc.) 

WHERE TO LOOK 

Anime & Manga Sources 

● Official artwork (DVD/Blu-ray covers, posters, character sheets) 
● Manga panels & covers 
● Artbooks & visual guides 
● Screenshots from anime episodes (use high-resolution images) 

Tip: Look for dynamic poses & iconic scenes that best represent your chosen character. 

Video Games & VTubers 

● Official renders & concept art 
● In-game screenshots of character poses, skins, or UI elements 
● VTuber assets (outfits, color palettes, backgrounds) 

Tip: Some VTubers have brand guidelines for fan works—check their official pages. 
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Existing Itasha Designs 

● Google & Pinterest searches for "itasha design" or "痛車" 
● Itasha communities on Instagram, Twitter (X), and Facebook 
● Past Itasha car shows & conventions (Tokyo Auto Salon, Comiket, Wekfest, etc.) 

Tip: Take inspiration without directly copying—find ways to make it your own. 

Graphic & Art Style Inspirations 

● Japanese street art, graffiti, or pop culture aesthetics 
● Retro 80s/90s anime style vs. modern high-detail designs 
● Racing liveries (JDM, D1GP, Super GT, Initial D) 

Tip: Consider how real-world racing themes can blend with anime styling for a unique mix. 

—- 

Once you've collected references, organize them in a mood board or concept folder, using 
Pinterest, Google Drive, or even Adobe Photoshop. Arrange your references into sections 
(character poses, backgrounds, colors, typography, effects) to make design decisions easier. 

Finding the right references & inspiration is the first step in creating an eye-catching itasha. The 
more thought you put into gathering the right images, the better your final design will be. 

 

__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
 
ITASHA SERIES V.8 | POSES, SCENES, & BACKGROUND INFO 
Gathering research, posing and scene setting. 
 

When designing an itasha, choosing the right poses, scenes, and background elements is 
essential for creating a visually stunning and meaningful design. The goal is to ensure the 
artwork complements the car’s shape while capturing the essence of the character or anime. 

CHARACTER POSES & PLACEMENT 

The pose of the character in an itasha design can affect the overall composition and flow. A 
well-placed pose can make a car look dynamic, aggressive, or elegant depending on the theme. 

Types of Character Poses 

Dynamic Action Poses – Ideal for sports cars, drift cars, or racing liveries. 
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● Examples: Attack stances, sword swings, fight scenes, running, jumping. 
● Works well for shonen anime, cyberpunk, or battle-themed itasha. 

Elegant & Graceful Poses – Great for a sleek, luxurious, or VIP-styled itasha. 

● Examples: Standing poses, side glances, floating effects, elegant arm placements. 
● Common in idol, fantasy, or bishoujo-themed designs. 

Cute & Playful Poses – Best for kawaii, pastel, or chibi-themed itasha. 

● Examples: Peace signs, winking, excited expressions, holding plushies. 
● Works for moe anime, slice-of-life, and VTuber itasha. 

Serious & Intimidating Poses – Fits aggressive, dark, villain, or horror-styled designs. 

● Examples: Back-turned stares, shadowed faces, arms crossed, looking downward. 
● Common in horror, psychological, or villain-based itasha themes. 

Tip: Choose a pose that flows with the car’s lines and movement. For example, a character running or 
flying should align with the car’s body to enhance speed perception. 

ANIME SCENE SELECTION & PLACEMENT 

Including anime scenes in your itasha can add depth to the design. These can be in the form of: 

Famous Scenes – Iconic moments from the anime that fans recognize immediately. 
Emotional or Dramatic Moments – Tears, power-ups, confessions, battle climaxes. 
Symbolic Scenes – Locations or visuals that represent the anime’s theme (e.g., cherry 
blossoms for romance anime, cyber cities for sci-fi). 
Logo or Title Scenes – Can be subtly incorporated into the design for branding. 

Where to Place Scenes on the Car 

● Side Panels: Large anime scenes or landscapes can blend into the background behind 
the character. 

● Hood: Perfect for close-up character faces or detailed action shots. 
● Rear Bumper & Trunk: Ideal for anime logos, key symbols, or abstract scene 

fragments. 
● Roof: Less visible in everyday driving, but good for bonus art pieces or easter eggs. 

Tip: Avoid cluttering too many scenes together. A clear focal point will make the design stronger. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION & RESEARCH 

A great itasha design goes beyond just slapping an anime character on a car—it tells a story. 
To fully capture the essence of the character or anime, in-depth research is needed. 
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Researching the Anime or Character 

Character Personality & Traits – Understand their expressions, colors, and emotions to match 
your design. 
Signature Colors & Symbols – Many characters have iconic color palettes or items. 
Art Style Consistency – Some anime have soft shading, while others have bold outlines. Keep 
it consistent. 

Tip: If you want an accurate design, consider watching key episodes of the anime to find unique angles, 
lesser-known expressions, or hidden symbols. 
—- 

Finding the right poses, scenes, and background information is key to making your itasha truly 
stand out. By carefully selecting character positioning, anime moments, and meaningful 
symbols, you create a design that tells a story and reflects your passion. 

 
 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
 
ITASHA SERIES V.9 | LAYERING TECHNIQUES 
Strategically placing artwork for depth, flow, and readability. 
 

When designing an itasha wrap, mastering layering techniques is essential to create depth, 
clarity, and a professional finish. Proper layering ensures that each element—from characters 
and backgrounds to logos and effects—fits harmoniously on the car while maintaining visual 
impact and readability. 
UNDERSTANDING LAYERING 

A well-structured itasha design is made up of multiple layers, similar to digital art or Photoshop 
compositions. Each layer serves a purpose, from base colors and patterns to character 
illustrations and final effects. 

Common Itasha Layer Structure 

● Base Layer → Car color or foundational wrap color 
● Background Elements → Patterns, gradients, abstract designs 
● Scenes or Environmental Details → Anime settings, landscapes, effects 
● Primary Character(s) → The main focus of the itasha 
● Additional Elements → Logos, text, decals, or extra characters 
● Special Effects & Highlights → Glows, speed lines, lighting effects 
● Final Adjustments → Shadows, overlays, blending 
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Tip: Organizing layers properly makes it easier to adjust elements and fine-tune the design before printing. 

—- 

UNDERSTANDING LAYERING: Layering Techniques for a Clean & Professional Look 

1. Background & Base Layers 

Start with a clean foundation. 

● Decide if you want to work with the car’s original color or a solid wrap base. 
● Gradient backgrounds or textured designs can add depth. 

Use abstract or thematic backgrounds. 

● Racing stripes, cyberpunk grids, cityscapes, cherry blossoms—these set the mood. 
● Keep backgrounds subtle so they don’t overpower the main character. 

Avoid extreme complexity. 

● If the background is too detailed, it may distract from the focal point. 

—- 

2. Character & Scene Layering 

Prioritize the main character(s). 

● Place them prominently where they are most visible and dynamic. 
● Common placements: side panels, hood, rear fenders. 

Blend characters into the background smoothly. 

● Use subtle glows, shadows, or soft transitions. 
● Avoid harsh cutoffs—feathered edges or motion effects help integration. 

Overlapping vs. Separate Layers. 

● Overlapping characters with parts of the car (like doors or windows) can create an 
interactive look. 

● However, avoid placing important facial details where the design may get cut off or 
distorted. 

3. Decals, Logos & Typography Layering 

Sponsor Logos & Branding 

UXU BOUTIQUE | Itasha Series 



● Place logos where they won’t overwhelm the main design (bumpers, side skirts, rear 
panels). 

● Keep them in high contrast for readability. 

Stylized Text & Name Tags 

● If adding character names, anime titles, or personal tags, choose fonts that match the 
theme. 

● Use glows, drop shadows, or outlines for legibility. 

Integrating Racing or Cyber Effects 

● Racing stripes, speed lines, digital glitch effects—layer these carefully so they don’t 
overshadow the characters. 

—- 

4. Special Effects & Final Adjustments 

Lighting Effects & Highlights 

● Add soft glow or rim lighting to characters for a pop-out effect. 
● Use light streaks, neon glows, or anime-style bursts to enhance energy. 

Shadow & Depth Adjustments 

● Drop shadows and motion blur can add depth and realism. 
● Avoid flat-looking designs by adding layered depth effects. 

Glossy vs. Matte Finishing Considerations 

● Some designs look better with matte finishes, while others shine with gloss or metallic 
wraps. 

● If printing, discuss with your wrap shop which layers should have effects like metallic or 
reflective finishes. 

Tip: Always zoom out and test the design from a distance—it should be readable and impactful even from far away. 

—- 

HOW LAYERING AFFECTS THE PRINT PROCESS 

A digital design might look great on a screen, but printing on a curved 3D surface like a car 
requires special attention. 

Preparing for Print 
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● Keep high-resolution files (300 DPI minimum). 
● Ensure colors are in CMYK mode (not RGB) for accurate printing. 
● Convert text & logos to vector format to avoid pixelation. 
● Account for panel gaps & distortions (wrap shops can help adjust). 

Tip: Consult with your print shop—they can guide you on how layers will interact with different wrap materials. 

—- 

Mastering layering techniques is the key to making your itasha stand out while maintaining 
clarity and depth. A well-layered design ensures that every element—characters, backgrounds, 
effects, and logos—flows seamlessly across the vehicle. 

 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
 
ITASHA SERIES V.10 | LAST DETAILS  
Small but crucial elements like decals, finishing touches, and branding. 
 

The final touches on an itasha can make a huge difference in personalization, branding, and 
overall cohesiveness. Once the main character, background, and effects are in place, adding 
social handles, text, extra stickers, and small details will enhance the overall design and make it 
truly unique. 

SOCIAL HANDLES & BRANDING 

Adding social media handles, website links, or brand logos is a great way to promote your 
identity or business. Whether you're an artist, influencer, or part of a car club, integrating these 
details subtly yet effectively is important. 

Most common places for social handles: rear bumper / side skirts / rear window. 

—-- 

ADDITIONAL TEXT & PHRASES 

Adding catchphrases, anime quotes, or custom words can bring extra personality to the itasha. 

● Anime Quotes – Famous character lines that match the theme. 
● Japanese Kanji/Katakana/Hiragana – Adds authenticity to the design. 
● Your Car Name / Nickname – Many itasha owners name their cars. 
● Event or Crew Names – Great for representing teams or groups at conventions. 
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Most common places for text & phrases: side panels / hood or roof / license plate frame 

—- 

EXTRA STICKERS & DECALS 

Stickers and decals can enhance the itasha aesthetic and add an extra layer of customization. 

● Chibi / Mini Character Decals – Cute additions near side mirrors or gas caps. 
● Sponsor or Fake Sponsor Logos – Adds a racing or event feel. 
● Holographic / Reflective Stickers – Catch light and add visual interest. 
● Warning or Parody Stickers – "Caution: Weeb On Board" or "Fuel Powered by Anime." 
● Signature or Handwritten Effects – Some owners like to add their own artistic 

signature on the car. 

Most common places for stickers & decals: side mirror / door handles / quarter panels 

—- 
The last details of an itasha design bring everything together, ensuring it looks polished, 
personalized, and high-quality. Whether it's social media handles, anime quotes, or fun decals, 
these small additions make the design unique to the individual.  

 
 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
 
ITASHA SERIES V.11 | CONCEPTS, ROUGH SKETCHES, & IDEAS 
The brainstorming and drafting phase before execution. 

 

Before jumping into a full itasha design, the concept phase is crucial to ensure a cohesive, 
well-planned, and visually striking final product. This stage involves brainstorming ideas, 
sketching rough layouts, and refining the overall vision. 

ROUGH SKETCHING & LAYOUT PLANNING 

● Outline the car’s shape – Understanding the curves, panels, and visibility is key. 
● Try multiple compositions – Experiment with different placements of characters, 

backgrounds, and effects. 
● Consider movement & flow – Ensure that the design looks dynamic and follows the 

car’s natural lines. 
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● Account for important car features – Keep details away from door handles, panel 
gaps, or areas that might distort the artwork. 

● Test multiple design ideas - It’s always good to explore different versions before 
committing to a final concept. 

● Play with different color palettes - Experiment with different color options to find the 
best approach to how you want the design to look and feel. 

Tip: You don’t need to be a pro artist! Even rough thumbnails or digital sketches help map out the vision. 
The concept, rough sketch, and idea phase is all about exploration and making sure the design 
is unique, impactful, and well thought out before committing to the final wrap. A solid foundation 
ensures a smooth transition into digital design and print preparation. 

 
 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
 
ITASHA SERIES V.12 | FINALIZING DESIGN 
Bringing everything together into the completed itasha. 
 

Finalizing an itasha design is the last step before printing and application, ensuring that all 
elements are cohesive, properly placed, and print-ready. This phase is crucial to avoid errors, 
misalignment, or unexpected distortions when applying the wrap. 

REVIEWING THE FULL DESIGN 

● Character & Background Integration – Ensure the character(s) blend well with the 
background, with proper shading and transitions. 

● Text Placement & Readability – Any added text (social handles, logos, quotes) should 
be legible and not interfere with key visual elements. 

● Color Harmony – Ensure the colors work well together and fit your theme. 
● Overall Flow on the Car – The design should look intentional and cohesive from all 

angles. 

—- 

CHECKING FOR PRINTING & WRAP ADJUSTMENTS 

● Door Handles & Panel Breaks – Avoid placing character faces or important details 
where they might be cut off or distorted by door gaps. 

● Wheel Wells & Fenders – Make sure the design flows smoothly across curves. 
● Wrap Bleed Area – Extend the design beyond the template edges to prevent white 

edges after cutting. 
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● Test Visibility in Day/Night – Check how the design looks under different lighting 
conditions. 

—- 

DIMENSIONS & VECTOR ART 

Itasha art doesn’t have to be vector, but using vector graphics (like in Adobe Illustrator or 
CorelDRAW) is highly recommended because it allows for unlimited scaling without losing 
quality. Since car wraps are printed at very large sizes, vector ensures crisp lines and details. 

DIMENSIONS & VECTOR ART: Raster vs. Vector 

● Vector (Best Choice) – Can be scaled to any size without loss of quality. 
● Raster (High-Resolution Required) – If using raster art (e.g., Photoshop), it must be 

very high-resolution (at least 300 DPI and scaled properly for print). 

DIMENSIONS & VECTOR ART: Dimensions 

It depends on the car and the print process. Typical dimensions vary, but you should aim for: 

● Scale: 1:1 at 150-300 DPI or 1:10 at 300 DPI for large prints. 
● Size per panel: Check with the print shop, but most cars have panels around 

2000-5000px width when designing at 1:10 scale. 
● File Format: AI, EPS, PDF (Vector) or High-Res PSD, TIFF (Raster). 

 

—- 

CHOOSING THE RIGHT WRAP FINISH 

● Glossy Finish – Bright and reflective, making colors pop. 
● Matte Finish – Smooth and non-reflective, giving a sleek look. 
● Satin Finish – A balance between matte and gloss. 
● Metallic or Holographic Wraps – Adds shimmer and dynamic color shifts. 

Tip: If unsure, ask for samples of different finishes on test prints to compare. 

—- 

FINAL APPROVAL & WRAP INSTALLATION 

Once everything is checked, adjusted, and approved, it’s time for installation. 

Choosing a Quality Wrap Installer 
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● Find an experienced wrap shop – Look for one with experience in complex, full-car 
wraps. 

● Ensure they use high-quality vinyl – Brands like 3M, Avery Dennison, or Oracal are 
recommended. 

● Schedule a proper installation time – A full wrap can take a few days to apply 
perfectly. 

● Inspect the wrap after application – Check for bubbles, misalignments, or any areas 
needing touch-ups. 

—- 

Finalizing an itasha design requires attention to detail, careful planning, and collaboration with 
your print shop and wrap installer. Once complete, your itasha will be a stunning, head-turning 
work of art that represents your passion and style. 

 

__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
ITASHA SERIES | DESIGN CONCLUSION 

The world of itasha design is more than just putting anime characters on cars—it’s a form of 
self-expression, creativity, and passion. Whether you're creating an itasha to showcase your love for a 
character, a series, or just as an artistic statement, the journey is just as exciting as the final product. By 
now, you should have a clear roadmap for turning your car into a unique, head-turning itasha 
masterpiece. 

FINAL WORDS OF ADVICE 

● Take your time – A great itasha design is well thought out and carefully planned. 
● Don’t be afraid to experiment – Try different ideas, colors, and styles. 
● Consider quality – Invest in a wrap that will last and look great over time. 
● Enjoy the process – Whether DIY or professional, making an itasha should be fun! 
● Join the community – The itasha world is full of enthusiasts who can offer advice, support, and 

inspiration. 

YOUR ITASHA, YOUR STORY 

At the end of the day, an itasha is an extension of your passion, creativity, and individuality. No matter 
what character, theme, or style you choose, make it yours and wear it with pride. 

Drive with passion, express yourself, and let your itasha tell your story!  

UXU Boutique | @uxu.boutique 
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